OBAE111- INDIAN ENGLISH LITERATURE


1. In Ruskin Bond’s Grandfather's Private Zoo, the writer develops a thematic concern wherein Animal-Human relationships have been expounded through various stories in the novella. Comment on this theme.
Ruskin Bond’s Grandfather's Private Zoo is a delightful collection of stories that explores the intricate and multifaceted relationships between humans and animals. Bond’s writing reflects his deep empathy for the natural world and his understanding of the emotional and practical connections that exist between humans and animals. The theme of animal-human relationships is central to this work, presenting a nuanced exploration of coexistence, mutual dependence, and the moral responsibility humans have toward the animal kingdom.
Emotional Connection Between Humans and Animals
One of the predominant aspects of the animal-human relationship depicted in Grandfather's Private Zoo is the emotional bond that can develop between the two. Through the character of the grandfather, Bond illustrates how animals are not merely creatures to be tamed or used but 
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2. How does the author K.M. Munshi seek to establish his idea of Satyagraha in his critical essay The Spiritual Basis of Satyagraha?
K.M. Munshi’s essay The Spiritual Basis of Satyagraha explores the philosophical and spiritual foundations of Satyagraha, emphasizing its role as a tool for social change rooted in morality and nonviolence. Munshi’s interpretation of Satyagraha aligns with Mahatma Gandhi’s vision but also delves deeper into the spiritual and ethical dimensions that underpin the concept. Through his essay, Munshi highlights how Satyagraha transcends mere political strategy to become a transformative force grounded in truth (Satya), nonviolence (Ahimsa), and moral courage.
Defining Satyagraha
Munshi begins by explaining Satyagraha as a spiritual doctrine rather than a mere method of resistance. He describes it as a way of life that involves adherence to truth, self-discipline, and 


3. Through the lens of tradition and practice, critically appreciate the poem, The Palanquin Bearers by Sarojini Naidu.
Sarojini Naidu’s poem The Palanquin Bearers vividly captures a traditional Indian cultural practice, portraying the palanquin bearers as carriers of both physical burdens and emotional experiences. The poem, written in a lyrical and rhythmic style, celebrates the grace, joy, and solemnity of their work, while subtly exploring themes of tradition, duty, and the harmonious relationship between labor and art.
Celebration of Tradition and Labor
The poem is set against the backdrop of a quintessential Indian tradition—the palanquin, a mode of transportation for brides and nobles. Naidu brings to life the bearers’ dedication and pride in their work. Despite the physical strain of carrying the palanquin, they perform their duty with joy and reverence, seeing their task as both an honor and an art form. The rhythmic m



4. Critically analyze A.K. Ramanujan’s Small Scale Reflections on a Great House.
A.K. Ramanujan’s poem Small Scale Reflections on a Great House delves into the complexities of familial bonds, cultural traditions, and the passage of time. It examines how a family house serves as a repository of memories, emotions, and historical legacies, while also portraying the intricacies of Indian family dynamics.
The Centrality of the House
The “great house” in the poem is both a physical structure and a metaphor for the family’s collective identity. It embodies tradition, continuity, and a shared history, yet it is also a space 


5. Comment on the character of the astrologer in R.K. Narayan’s An Astrologer’s Day.
R.K. Narayan’s An Astrologer’s Day is a masterfully crafted short story that revolves around an astrologer whose outward appearance and demeanor belie the complexities of his past and the cunning intellect he employs in his trade. The astrologer is portrayed as a multifaceted character, embodying both the stereotypical traits of a small-town soothsayer and the deeper, hidden dimensions of a man burdened by his past.
The Astrologer as a Performer
At the outset, the astrologer appears as a quintessential figure of his trade, with his saffron attire, sacred ash markings, and a mysterious demeanor that evoke trust and curiosity among 



6. How has Kamala Das portrayed the patriarchal society in her poem An Introduction?
Kamala Das’s An Introduction is a powerful confessional poem that critiques the patriarchal structures of Indian society while asserting the poet’s individuality and agency. Through vivid imagery, emotional candor, and defiance, Das explores themes of identity, gender roles, and societal expectations. The poem functions as both a personal narrative and a universal statement against the constraints imposed on women in a male-dominated society.
The Struggle for Identity
[bookmark: _GoBack]Das begins the poem with a declaration of her connection to language, emphasizing its role in 
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